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Social Life. Going Solo
and Connecting

For all of human history, people have lived collectively, if not in
families than in small social groups. In the middle of the 20th
century, however, our species began an unprecedented social
experiment, as a growing number of individuals started going
solo in homes of their own. In this talk, Eric Klinenberg draws on
his much-debated book ”Going solo. The extraordinary rise and
surprising appeal of living alone” to show us the societal changes
that accompany the trend of single living. What are the causes

of this drastic shift in lifestyle? How is the increased demand for
single living spaces changing our urban landscapes? How has the
rise in living alone changed modern social and family life?

Moderator Henrik Berggren,

Elizabeth Thomson, sociologist at the Department of
Sociology, Stockholm University and director of
Linneaus Center for Social Policy and Family
Dynamics in Europe. Recently her research has fo-
cused on comparative European family demography.

Maria Tornqvist, sociologist at the Department of
Education, Uppsala University. In the book "Tango-
experimentet” she explores the commercialization of
intimacy.

Date: Tuesday the 9'" of September, 13.00-15.30 PM
including a short mingle after the seminar.

Place: Armémuseum, Riddargatan 13, Stockholm

Registration: The seminar is free of charge, but we reserve the
right to charge no-shows 300 SEK. Register at
www.iffs.se/seminarium/anm9sept2014

Contact: For further information framtidsfokus@iffs.se

Organizer: The Institute for Futures Studies

ERIC KLINENBERG

Eric Klinenberg is Professor of
Sociology and Director of the
Institute for Public Knowledge
at New York University. His
areas of research includes urban
studies, climate change and the
environment, risk and disaster,
and culture and media.

He is the author of several
acclaimed books and has
contributed to journals such as
The New Yorker, Le Monde Dip-
lomatique and The Washington
Post, and to the radio program
The American Life.
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