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1. What is populism?
2. Why are populists often 

against globalism?
3. Why is populism not the same 

thing as nationalism?



What is Populism?
• Ideology?
• Strategy?
• Discourse?
• Political Style?

1. Appeal to ‘the people’ 
versus ‘the elite’
2. ‘Bad manners’
3. The performance of 
crisis, breakdown or threat

(Victor Soares/ABr ‐ Agência Brasil) (Marie‐Lan Nguyen)(Niccolò Caranti)



Why are populists against globalism?
1. ‘The people’ are usually 

associated with a 
national setting

2. ‘The elite’ are often 
associated with 
globalism 

3. Globalism shifts the 
boundaries of 
sovereignty (Per Pettersson)

(European People’s Party)

(Gage Skidmore)



Why are populists against globalism?
4. The globalised world we 

live in is incredibly 
complex and 
heterogeneous

5. Globalism has hurt a lot 
of people (economically) 

6. Globalism is seen as 
responsible for 
(negative) sociocultural 
changes

(Gage Skidmore)

(FrangiscoDer)

(Rijksoverheid/Phil 
Nijhuis)



Why is populism not the same as nationalism?
Populism
The Elite

The People

Nationalism

Those 
The nation outside the 

nation



Why is populism not the same as nationalism?

• Not all populism is 
national
– Municipal populism
– Regional populism
– International populism
– Transnational 

populism

(City of Toronto)(Nicolo Caranti)
(Enigmaticland)

(Alina Zienowic)

(DiEM25)



To consider…
• Is the split really between populism and globalism today; 

or is actually between nationalism and globalism?
• What political ends are served by portraying populism as 

the enemy of globalism (and indeed, of liberal 
democracy?)

(Nick Solari) (Greg Skidmore)


